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A surveillance on rabies-infected wild
carnivores and a study on reproduction
of captive ferret-badgers
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1.We established a rabies surveillance system over wild carnivores by
using dead animals from the Wildlife First Aid Station of Endemic
Species Research Institute and roadkills collected by volunteers of the
Taiwan Roadkill Observation Network (TRON). 85 wild carnivore specimens
(62 ferret-badgers, 18 masked palm civets, and 5 crab-eating mongoose)
were collected for rabies testing in this year. Muscle tissue,
stomachs, and canines of these carnivores were removed and preserved
for further studies.

2.Eleven workshops for training forest rangers and volunteers in
collecting roadkill carnivore specimens have been finished.

3.A total of 208 road-killed carnivores of 8 species, dominated by 137
ferret-badgers and 42 masked palm civets, were recorded by volunteers
of TRON this year.

4.1,247 videos of external sexual organs of 29 ferret-badgers, including
14 adult male and 15 adult female, were recorded for analysis of
captive breeding. Swollen vulva was detected on one female in mid-May
and another in mid-June, and the swell lasted for 35 and 33 days,
respectively. Vulvae of the other 13 female ferret-badgers did not
swell. A female was introduced to a male in each of six cages. All
females and males co-existed peacefully without fighting. They shared
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food, groomed each other, and snuggled close to their partners while

sleeping. Body mass of all paired ferret-badgers increased after 10-day

pairing without providing extra food.
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