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Animal Exhibit and Species Survival Conference
held at Taipei Zoo
2012.06.28

Under the increasing pressure of
over-harvesting and habitat destruction, the
dramatic decrease of Testudines has become a
worldwide problem. The numbers of some
species are so seriously declined that a large
proportion of individuals are now kept in
capacity. Under such condition, zoos are playing
a crucial role in conservation of these
endangered species.

The meeting, so called “Animal Exhibit and
Species Survival Conference”, held at June 28"
to 29" in Taipei zoo. Scholar from Australia,
Myanmar, USA,

and Taiwan shared their

experiences in  captive breeding and
conservation of endangered Testudines. After
this meeting, these organizations will continue
their international cooperation in technique
sharing, or even exchange the breeding animals
to facilitate the genetic diversity of these

breeding lines.

BRI : http:/tinyurl.com/7xwar5t


http://tinyurl.com/cuwyxd8

Determinations to combat with illegal logging
2012.06.26

Prosecutors Office, Police Agency and
Forest Bureau have showed the determinations
to prevent precious tree species from illegal
logging. A meeting concerning the investigation
of the forest illegal exploitation was held at June
26" 2012 in Hengchun Office of Pingtung Forest
District.

Representatives from Police Office of
Pingtung County, including Police force of
Kenting National Park, Police rangers of Forest
Protection and Nature Conservation attended
the meeting in Pingtung to examine ways to
counter forest illegal logging. This meeting was
co-chaired by Po-Hong Lin, District Attorney
General of Pingtung District Prosecutors Office,
and Ming-Chan Hsu, Director of Pingtung Forest
District Office. In the meeting, the Director
Ming-Chan Hsu said: “The range of national
forest in Taiwan is a broad area. The criminal
investigation needs cooperated by government,
police, and forest officials. However, this policy
requires all citizens to pay attention on illegal
loggings.” Hopefully through the cooperation by
different way could prevent the precious tree

species from extinction and protect forest

resources of our cou ntry.

BRRIE : http://tinyurl.com/8ze2xlz

The future of yellow-margined box turtle
2012.05.21

A conference concerning the conservation
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of the vyellow-margined box turtle (Cuora
flavomarginata) was held at May 19" in
National Chung Hsing University. This species,
previously distributed throughout the entire
region of southern China, has become near
extinction in this region due to its high market
value in Chinese market for food, medicine, and
pets. In recent years, the price of this turtle has
increased for at least 20 times higher than 10
years ago probably due to a purposely raise of
their market price by the turtle traders and
turtle farms. Under such a condition, Taiwan
became the last refuge for this turtle by owing
the largest and most stable population in the
world.

Nevertheless, illegal turtle trade is now
quickly removing the remaining population in
Taiwan. Under the lure of money, thousands of
turtles have been illegally shipped to mainland
China by

confiscated by customs, although representing

underground trades. Individuals
just a tiny proportion of those which have been
successfully shipped to mainland China, have
become a heavy loading for the rescue centers.
After several confiscation events, the number of
turtle in the rescue center has quickly
accumulated to more than 2000. In order to
solve the problem, the Forest Bureau held this
conference to discuss the following treatments
and managements of these long-lived animals.
Most participants agreed in this meeting
that the natural environments in Taiwan should
have the ability to maintain the healthiness of
such a turtle population if the hunting pressure
Thus, intentional restoration

is absent. an



program is less necessary. In contrast, the
problem of illegal poaching should be forbidden
before any turtle to be released to the wild.
Elevation of the box turtle to a higher
conservation status such as a CITES | species, or
to conduct conservation programs associated to
local people, should be helpful to the future of

this charming organism.

BERE : http:/ftinyurl.com/8dfcdz2
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