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The first Red List of threatened freshwater fish
in Taiwan was published by Forestry Bureau
2012.09.07

The Forestry Bureau has collaborated with
the Ichthyological Society of Taiwan to carry out
the investigation and research of freshwater
biodiversity for over five years. The first red list
of threatened freshwater fish, “The Red Data
Book of Freshwater Fishes in Taiwan”, was
published this August with population status of
52 native species of freshwater fish recorded in
this book. It is hoped to call on the attention
and conservation of the threatened freshwater
fish species. Moreover, the research group had
published four new endemic fish species of
Taiwan during the investigation.

The research group consisted of the most
distinguished freshwater ichthyologists in
Taiwan, including Chyng-Shyan Tzeng (National
Tsing Hua University), I-Shiung Chen (National
Taiwan Ocean University) and Kwang-Tsao Shao
(Academia Sinica). In order to realize the

population status of freshwater fishes,
comprehensive field surveys in lakes, ponds and
rivers were conducted in Taiwan. This research
team also set up the database of Taiwan
freshwater fish species according to the field
data about fundamental ecological information
and provided the proper conservation
suggestions to governmental managers.

The Forestry Bureau highlighted on the
species diversity and ecosystem diversity of

freshwater environments in Taiwan: there are
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more than 260 freshwater fishes recorded after
field investigation. The major causes for the
dramatic population decline in freshwater fishes
include pollution, habitat destruction, and
competition with invasion species. A lot of
species are now facing extinction. Fortunately,
conservation consciousness of the public is
rising in recent years. Through a variety of
efforts which were applied to freshwater fish
conservation, we wish less threatened
freshwater fish species listed in the next version

of Red List.

BRI : http://tinyurl.com/9fb2uoq

Eradicate invasive weed species Mikania
micrantha from our nature
2012.10.05
Mikania micrantha as an invasive species in
Taiwan is a perennial creeping climber known
for its vigorous and rampant growth. With its
lack of natural

efficient productivity and

enemies, this plant spread through Ilow
elevation regions especially in central Taiwan. It
damages or kills other plants by cutting out the
light and smothering them. It also competes for
water and nutrients, but perhaps even more
importantly, it is believed that the plant releases
substances that inhibit the germination and
growth of other plants. Mikania micrantha has
caused very serious negative impact to local
ecosystem, and has caused profit damages to
agriculture and forestry managements.

Nantou Forest District Office planned the

project to offer a bounty to inhibit the dispersal



of Mikania micrantha. The price of Mikania
micrantha is 5 dollars per kilogram. The key to
control this weed is to destroy the plant at the
very beginning before dispersal of seeds.
Hopefully this project can eradicate this weed
efficiently through the efforts by the publics.
The weeds harvested could be used as
ingredients of papermaking, or further designed
and developed to make natural environmental
creative gift such as stationery, reprint paper
and environmental bags. It could be used as
plant dye, making clothes or hats colorfully. The
ultimate goal of this policy is not only eradicate
the invasive weeds, but also to spread the
conservation thinking about forest, including
sustainable use of environmental resources,

saving energy, and reducing carbon production.

BERRIR : http://itinyurl.com/8n5zoat

10 million dollars can not prevent algal reef from
acidation - conservationist worried about the slow pace
of algal reef conservation

2012.10.10

The Taoyuan county government planned
to devote 10 million dollars seeking for a best
way to conserve the rare and precious
landscape, algal reef, of Taiwan. However, the
status of algal reef is getting worse and worse.
The monitored program of scientific showed
that the level of chemical elemental (Strontium
and Zirconium) concentration in algal reef is
even higher than surrounding areas beside the
nuclear power plant 1 and 2. Sewage disposal is

eroding algal reef continuously, and make algal
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reef in acidation. The scientists claimed that
algal reef will soon disappear from Taiwan if no
further conservation actions to be executed in
recent.

Nongovernment organizations in local area
are appealing to the government to establish
the natural reserve to conserve algal reef as
soon as possible, and try to tackle the sewage
disposal problems. The local fishery resources
have contained the high concentration of heavy
metal including Strontium and Zirconium.
However, these fisheries are common food on
the dining table and form potential threatening
to human health. This fact indicated the close
relationship between environmental protection
and human welfare. The algal reef, formed and
lasted for thousands of years, is undoubtedly a

natural heritage which needs our attention to

prevent from disappearing.

BERIKIR : http://tinyurl.com/8om5esg



