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Kenting National Park helps shelter the
yellow-margined box turtle

2012.10.31

The vyellow-margined box turtle (Cuora
flavomarginata), distributed throughout the
entire region of southern China, has become
near-extinction in this region due to its high
market value in Chinese market for food,
medicine, and pets. Under such a circumstance,
Taiwan has become the last refuge for this turtle
by owing the largest and most stable population

in the world. However, the harvesting pressure

of this turtle is still increasing dramatically in

Taiwan.
The Forest Bureau of Taiwan has
authorized Dr. Shen-Hai Wu of National

Chung-Hsing University to keep over 3646


http://tinyurl.com/cuwyxd8

turtles from illegal trades seized since 2006.
However, the increasing amount from the illegal
trades has occupied all the space available to
keep these turtles. Kenting National Park
Headquarter decided to take over some of these
turtles and keep them at the Sheding Nature
Park. The Hengchun peninsula, where the park
locates, was once abundant of this turtle and
will become a suitable site to conserve this
endangered species. In addition to protect the
turtles per se, this activity might further provide
opportunities for ecotourism and conservation
education of local community. The final purpose
of the captive program is to restore this species
to their original habitat in the future, and to
involve of  local

participation community

members.
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Conservation efforts make Formosan black
bear sighted at Daxueshan area
2012.11.15
The Forestry Bureau has devoted to habitat
conservation in recent years. Habitat protection
in Nature Reserves and National Forest
Recreation Areas is the critical point to make
forest conservation successful. The Formosan
Black Bear recently sighted at Daxueshan,
Dongshih Forest District, was a good example of
such a conservation success in central Taiwan.
The Formosan Black Bear (Ursus thibetanus
formosanus) is a subspecies of the Asiatic Black

Bear and is endemic to Taiwan. As an omnivore,
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they prey on a wide range of food items
including leaves, buds, fruits, insects, small
animals, and carrion. The Formosan black bear
lives in the mountainous forests of Taiwan at
elevations between 1,300 and 3,500 meter. In
the winter, rather than hibernating as other
Asiatic black bears in temperate areas, they
move to lower elevations to find food, thus
sometimes encounter the tourists in these
regions during the winter.

"We have set up warning billboards at
suitable sites”, Said Yen-Shou Li, the director of
Dongshih Forest District Office. “Tourists and
hikers should be aware of the safety themselves,
and do not leave alone without companies.”
Director Li also emphasize on the safety
procedure when one is lucky enough to meet
such a rare organism: “You should leave quietly,
and never try to disturb or provoke them.”

In addition to the Formosan black bear,
there are still some other rare and precious
species such as Mikado pheasant (Syrmaticus
mikado) and Swinhoe’s pheasant (Lophura
swinhoii) in this reserve area. Director Li also
called for participation of conservation activities
from the publics by helping maintain the

integrity of the nature environments.

BERIKIE : http:/tinyurl.com/bxeal4n

Seal oil from cruel killing will not be allowed to

trade in Taiwan
2012.12.27

Seal hunting, or sealing, is either personal



or commercial hunting of seals for their meat,
skin and oil. Canada is the biggest producer of
raw seal oil. Nevertheless, sealing remains a
highly controversial issue between hunters and
protester who claim on animal rights. Images
from hunted young seals have become iconic
symbols for conservation, animal welfare and
animal rights advocates.

Economics Committee of the Legislative
Yuan, Republic of China, has approved the draft
of partial modification on Wildlife Conservation
Law. For those who buy seal oils in other
countries have to notice that the products must
have a label of aboriginal people hunting by
humanity. If not, the products will be seized by
customs in the airport. Taiwan becomes the first
Asian country which has regulation on seal oil
trade after the third reading of this law.

Non-government organizations on
environmental protection published a - video
about seals being cruelly killed for their oils.
Taiwan is the fourth largest importer of seal oil
in the world, equivalent to the death of 120
thousands seals during the past seven years.

“Seal oil products approved by Health Food
Control Act in the markets do not need to be
removed from shelves immediately”, said Lin
Kuo-Chang, Wildlife Conservation Section of
Forestry Bureau. “However, the importers will
have to provide the permits in the future.” If not,
it will violate the Wildlife Conservation Law in
Taiwan.

draft

Conservation Law, people are not allowed to

According to the of Wildlife

trade live marine mammals and the products
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unless having permit from official authority.
Trading live animals without permission is illegal
and will be fined 10,000 to 50,000 NT dollars.
Trading products of these animals made by
aboriginal people for their livelihood are not
restricted. Canadian official has established an
authority system to identify the products from
aboriginal people which were produced in a

traditional manner.

ERIE : http://tinyurl.com/b9yc486




