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BIRDS OBSERVED IN THE SAN-PING AND NAN-FENG-SHAN REGIONS
OF SOUTHERN TATWAN

i 1 1
HEN-BIAU KING, HUA-JEN HO AND NAT-HARG CHANG

Summary

Observations (from March 1987 to Feburary 1988) on the birds
of the San-ping and Nan-feng-Shan regions of Southern Taiwan have B
recorded 9 orders, 31 families and 116 species. Of these, 94
species are permanent residents or 61% of total permanent
residents of Taiwan, 12 species are migrants and 10 species are
transients.

Over two—thirds of the 31 families fall into the Order
Passeriformes. The major families are Turdidae (total 15 species),
Timaliidae (total 14 species), Sylviidae {(total 9 species),
Muscicapidae (total 7 species), Corvidae (total 6 species),
Columbidae (total 5 species), Strigidae (total 5 species),
Accipitridae (total 5 species) and Motacillidae (total 5 species).
The birds of these 9 families account for 61% of total birds
observed in the studied Tegions.

Of 116 species observed, 10 are known as endemic species or
71% of total endemic species island-wide, 52 are known as endemic
subspecies or 3/4 of total endemic subspecies found in Taiwan.
The common or abundant species are Muller's barbet (Megalaima oorti
nuchalis Gould), gray-eyed nun babbler (Alcippe morrisonia
morrisonia Swinhoe), black bulbul (Hypsipeted madagascariensis
nigerrimus Gould), pigmy woodpecker (Dendrocopos canicapillus
Kaleensis Swinhoe), black-naped blue flycatcher (Hypothymis azurea
oberholseri Streseman), Styan's bulbul (Pycnonotus taiwanus taiwanus
Styan), bronzed drongo {Dicrurus aeneus braunianus Swinhoe), gray
tree pie (Crypsirina formosae formosae Swinhoe), large-billed crow
( Corvus macrohynehos colonorum Swinhoe), sharp-tailed munia
( Lonchura striata phaethontoptila Oberholser), gray-throated-
miniver {Pericrocotus solaris griseigularis Gould) and Gould's
nun babbler (Alcippe brunnea brunnea Gould). The population is
still high. These bird species feed on the fruits cof tree
species classified under mulberry (Moraceae) and laurel
(Lauraceae) families.

1) Taiwan Forestry Research Institute
10728, 53 Nan-hai Road, Taipei, Taiwan, Republic of China
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The species diversity varies with the season. The most
diverse month 1s October with total 81 species recorded. The
least diverse month is May with total 39 species reco;ded,

Some rare species, such as Japan night heron (Gorsachius
goisagi Termminck), black eagle (Ictinaetus malayensis Temminck},
brown flycatcher (Muscicapa latirostris latirostris Raffles),
magpie (Pica pica sericae Gould) and brown thrush (Turdus chrysolaus

chrysolaus Temminck) have been observed during some time of the
year.

The most important habitat types for the species studied are
natural mixed hardwoods which account for 61 species cbserved.
Coniferous plantations rank as the second improtant habitat type
which accounts for 38 species observed. Hardwood shrublands and
bamboo groves account for 28 species each.

This report also describes in some detail selecked birds of
9 families, and in taxonomic sequence, tabulates the relative
abundance, habitat types and status of all 116 bird species known
for the San-ping and Nan-feng-Shan regions.
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