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The Biology of Lanyu Scops Owl

(Otus elegans botelensis)

Lucia Liu Severinghaus
ABSTRACT

The Lanyu Scops Owl is endemic to Orchid Island (Lanyu) southeast of Taiwan.
This one year study investigates the species’ current status, distribution, and'natural
history on Orchid Island. Methods used included d’ literature search, interviews of local-
people, and field studies of the species’ ecology, behavior, and breeding biology.

The results show that from 150 to 230 owls still exist. They are largely insectiv-
orous. Their prime habitat of mature forest with old trees has been greatly reduced,
but the species does use some areas highly altered by people. They breed in pairs
and seem to maintain no territories. Multiple copulations take place prior to egg
laying. There is courtship feeding and precopulatory dueting as well as copulatory
vocalization. Clutch size is two or three, and the female does all the incubation.
Incubation time is unknown. Young are fed by both adults and fledge in 32 days.
Parents continue to care for the young after fledging for at least 18 days. Breeding
success is severely limited:by lack of suitable nest holes. Hunting pressure is high

given the small population size and the low productivity.
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