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Studies on the Restoration of Kanehirai Azalea
( Rododendron kanehiraiWils. )
----Stock Production with Rooted Cuttings
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Summary

Kanehirai azalea (Rododendron hanehirai Wilson) has lost its native
habitat since Feitsui reservoir storaged water . If not properly
propagated and protected, this beautiful azalea may become extinct. In
- order to find out (1) When is the optimal time to obtain cuttings ? Which
are the best cuttings? Softwood, semi-harwood, or hardwood cuttings ?
(2)What kind of medium is better for rooting? Is there any effect to add
soils to the medium? (3) What are the effects of medium pH? and (4) If
the sugar content of cuttings affect the survival percentage?The
results of experiment showed that (1) semi-hardwood cuttings have the
highest survival percentage-86.7% ; (2) simple tunnel-style polethylene
shlter is good enough for rooting cuttings ; (3) medium mixed with soil
( 5:1 by volume ) has no effects on the survival percentage and early
growth of cuttings ; (4) the bud brusting of cuttings in Spring from
different sources are not the same, hence the optimal time to obtain
cuttings is also different and the survival percentage is affected ; (5)
hardwood cuttings also have reproductive buds but less adventitious
roots and, therefore, the survival of cuttings is poor ; (6) medium with
pH 4.5-5.5 is optimal for growing cuttings ; and (7) the soluable sugar

content of cuttings has no singnificant effects on survival percentage.
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