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Abstract

Agehana maraho is a large, beautiful, endangered swallowtail butterfly.
Although it was discovered as early as 1932, information on its ecological
requirements, behaviors, habits are still insufficient, which is an obstacle to
successful conservation of this precious butterfly species.

The present project is to survey the known colonies of Sassafras, the sole
larval host of A. maraho, and to investigate various factors on the ecological
requirements of this endangered swallowtail butterfly, with the hope that the
results of the investigation may help create meaningful conservation strategies
for this species.

The result of the second year of the study has proved that the oviposition
site for A. maraho is restricted to the upper surface of mature leaf of the
hostplant. We also discovered that the voltinism of this species is not fixed.
Moreover, it was found that various factors, such as predation, parasitism, and
pathogen infection, threaten the survival of various stages of the butterfly. It will
be necessary to set up artificial facilities for further observations and recovering

of A. maraho.
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