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Abstract

From April 2004 to March 2005, Wanrong Forest Road (WFR),
Wanda-Tongmen Area (WTA), Rainbow Lake (RL), and Guanfu Forest Road (GFR)
were surveyed regularly or irregularly depend on road condition to provide
information on wildlife resources for future management of Danda Important Wildlife
Area. The result showed that 22 mammal species (5 orders ,12 families), 72 bird
species (8 orders, 28 families and subfamilies), 5 reptile species (2 orders, 4 families),
and 5 frog species (1 order, 3 families) were recorded. In terms of mammal species,
10 conserved species were found including 3 endangered species such as Formosan
black bear (Ursus thibetanus formosansus), 7 rare species such as Formosan sambar
(Cervus unicolor swinhoei). Two ways (direct and indirect) were used to identify
mammal species. Signs as indirect way were recorded more frequently than those of
direct way as sound and sight. Among different signs, dropping and foot print were
most frequently recorded. Droppings from Formosan macaque (Macaca cyclopis)
and Formosan wild boar (Sus scrofa taivanus) were most frequently seen especially
over stone-step trail between road and abandoned railway in WFR. Foot print of
Formosan sambar and muntjac (Muntiacus reevesi micrurus) were also frequently
seen especially over trails from RL. Nine species were sighted including macaque
which was seen most frequently in WFR. Sounds from 6 species were detected
including muntjac which was heard most frequently in WTA. The result from
infrared camera sensing showed that in WFR 86.38% from 326 effective animals were
mammals from 12 different species and the most frequently recorded species was
Formosan macaque (83 photos); in WTA 95.88% from 194 effective animals were
mammals from 10 diffenrent species and the most frequently recorded species was
muntjac. In terms of bird species, 33 conserved species were found including 5
endangered species such as Indian black eagle (Ictinaetus malayensis), 11 rare species
such as crested serpent eagle (Spilornis cheela), and 17 other conserved species.
Among those species 55 were recorded in WTA and 50 in WFR. Steere’s liocichla
(Liocichla steerii), gray-cheeked Fulvetta (Alcippe morrisonia), Formosan yuhina
(Yuhina brunneiceps), red-headed tit (Aegithalos concinnus) and green backed tit
(Parus monticolus) were the most frequently recorded species. In terms of
amphibian species, Moltreche’s green tree frog (Rhacophorus moltrechti) was the
only conserved species found; while the Bankoro toad (Bufo bankorensis) was the
most frequently observed species. In terms of reptilian species, Taiwan mountain
pitviper (Trimeresurus gracilis) was the only conserved species found. From field
observation and interview with aborigines, hunting activities were documented all the
time during study period in WFR, WTA, and GFR. Muntjac, Formosan serow
(Naemorhedus swinhoei), Formosan wild boar, white-faced flying squirrel (Petaurista
lena), large red flying squirrel (Petaurista philippensis) and Formosan macaque were
the most frequently hunted species and commercial trade of these species were still
existed.
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