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Abstract

This study investigated the distribution, population, habitat
use, home range, breeding habit, and seasonal movement of the
endangered Mountain hawk eagle (Spizaetus nipalensis) at Wutai,
Taiwu, Laiyi, Chunrih, and Shihzih Townships by the eastern side
of Nantaiwu and Peitaiwu Mountains during April 2004-March
2005. And issues on human dimension such as the hunting
pressure, feather-trading, and attitude toward status and
conservation of this species were collected as well. Hopefully
such information will benefit our conserving of this rare birds of
prey and the traditional culture of indigenous people.

Based on sighting records for this year and the past decade,
results showed that hawk eagles were Township-wide, distributed
from 798 m to 2865 m in elevation. They were significantly
located at original forests (75%) proportionally more than
expected (42.3%), while being located at villages and plain
(6.2%) less than expected (42.8%).

More than half of 64 interviewed hunters (40, 14, and 10
from Laiyi, Chunrih, and Wutai Counties, respectively) captured
hawk eagles previously, in particular those with age of >50 years
old. Plus with four deceased hunters, the amount of eagles they
have taken numbered from one to 230 eagles, but most numbers
were <10 eagles. Among them two hunters with >50 eagles in
bag have passed away for at least five years but their hunting
fields have been reoccupied by relatives and friends. The species
suffered the highest poaching pressure from the most populous
Laiyi Township, the less pressure from the less populous Chunrih

Township, and least pressure from the least populous Wutai



Township.

In the 1950s-1960s, the estimated amount of eagles captured
was <5 birds per year, then increased since the 1970s, 12.9
birds/year, and was slightly higher in 1980s, 13.6 birds/year,
until the 1990s, when it declined to 9.85 birds/year. The number
soared again during the first half period in the 2000s, which was

18.2+7.6 birds/year. However, predation rate decreased since

2000, which representing a declining sub-adult population trend.
Most captured eagles were sub-adult (94.6%) at Laiyi Township;
by contrast, sub-adult composed of 41.7% at Chunrih Township.
Most Laiyi (85.7%) and Chunrih (54.5%) hunters captured
eagles by the steel leg-hold traps on the tree branch, while most
Wutai hunters (71.47%) used muzzle-loaders. A majority of
hunters (76.7%~85.7%) would give the eagle feathers away to
their relatives or friends as a present, rather than selling them
out (14.3%~23.3%). Very few hunters (<13%) took the eagles
exclusively, and they all from Laiyi Township. Mostly hunter
claimed they think the number of the species had declined
recently and worried they would go extinct. Ironically, all
interviewees said the catching was against the Wildlife

Conservation Law, however 51~60% of them did that.
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