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Selection of National Biodiversity Indicators for Taiwan

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this project is to review the biodiversity indictors developed by
the Convention on Biological Diversity and other relevant agencies, and select the ones
that have not been included in National Statistics, but are most suitable for monitoring
the status and trends of changes in biodiversity, factors affecting conservation and
sustainable use of biodiversity, and institutional responses to enhance biodiversity
work in Taiwan. Representative of agencies responsible for the collecting information
to calculate these indicators and other experts were invited to discuss the definition and
content of these indicators, and mechanisms of collecting necessary information. Such
information will be included in a regular reporting system of Ntional Statistics.

After reviewing the synthesis report of the CBD regarding responses of 52 parties
to the questionnaire on available and potential biodiversity indicators, the 2005
Environmental Sustainability Index (ESI), ecological indicators of the Taiwan
Sustainable Development Indicators, Important biodiversity statistics compiled in the
Agriculture Statistics of the Council of Agriculture, biodiversity indicators listed in
NASA’s Sustainable Development Indicators, and indicators listed in the “Guidelines
for Evaluating Effectiveness of Conservation and Management of National Parks” of
Construction and Planning Agency, Executive Yuan, a total of 299 relevant biodiversity
indicators were identified. The list was shortened to 117 after deleting or combining
indictors with similar definition. Indictors that have alreading been included in the
National Statistis are not considered here to avoid repetition. Others were evaluated for
their relevance for monitoring Taiwan’s biodiversity and data availability. Finally, 14
additional biodiversity indicators were identified and discussed among panel experts,
and their definition, content and mechanism of data collection and reporting
confirmed.

Keywords: biodiversity, the Convention on Biological Diversity, indicators, National
Statistics
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