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Abstract

Groups of Formosan macaque(Macaca cyclopis) were usually found in mountainous arca
of Er-shuei district in Changhua County. Taiwan Forestry Bureau (TFB) has established
“Er-shuei Formosan Macaque Nature Reserve” to protect them. Despite the protection,
growing numbers of Formosan macaque, which often seek for food and activate outside the
protection area, not only damage local crops but also bother local residents and the

management organization.

To understand the opinions of residents in Er-shuei regarding their cognition of
Formosan macaque, their attitudes towards its conservation, management strategies and
ecologic tourism development, this study first adopted questionnaire to interview residents
around the protection zone. By analyzing 409 valid pieces of questionnaire, the results
showed that most residents possess clear cognition of Formosan macaque. Regarding
reserving attitudes, it was considered that the reserving rank of Formosan macaque should be
adjusted (even to be removed). That is, Formosan macaque should not be reserved.
Regarding opinions on management, results show that the authorities should help farmers
solve the problem regarding crops being damaged by Formosan macaque and these damages
should be reimbursed. In addition, it is expected that the authorities should be initiatively
involved in supporting residents to develop eco-tourism activities and, in the mean time,

offering tourists with knowledge regarding wild animal conservation.

This research also adopted in-depth interview with 13 peoples including resident
representatives (or opinion leaders), intellectual experts and members from management
authorities, which enables more profound understanding to the current issues by acquiring
information that is not accessible through constructed questionnaire. Most interviewees
considered Formosan macaque be ranked as reserving animals. Regarding reimbursement
for driving out these monkeys, local opinion leaders hold positive comments while
intellectual experts consider no actual assistance has been rendered, nor the fairness be
reached. In addition, interviewees all agree that Formosan macaque is in Er-shuei has its
potential for eco-tourism development. It is also suggested the tourism be combined with
Feng-Buo square alameda, eco education museum and other tourist attractions to develop tour

industry of Er-shuei Village to boost local economics.

Based on the data from both research methods, the research also provides several

concrete suggestions for reference to relative authorities to constitute conservation strategies.

[ Keywords] Formosan macaque, cognition, conservation attitudes, in-depth interview
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