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Abstract

We simultaneously counted the number of Oriental Honey Buzzards (Pernis
ptilorhynchus) seen from 4 hill tops in the study site, and recorded the transmitter
signals received. We found that except during migration, Oriental Honey
Buzzards rarely flew high over tree tops thus were difficult to detect by sight.
When moving inside a valley, some birds flew within or just above forest canopy.
The breeding males were active near their nest sites between April and July, and
frequented areas near bee farms from Fall to early Spring. During the breeding
season, breeding males maintained non-overlapping home ranges, composed of
80% forested areas and agricultural fields. In the non-breeding season, their
activity areas expanded and covered a larger area than during the breeding season.
The movement pattern of a subadult female we tracked showed erratic pattern. We
did not capture any adult females this year, thus we have no information on the
home range conditions of adult females.

Radio-tracking results showed that during the non-breeding season, Oriental
Honey B uzzards spent 50.5% of the time moving around, 46% of the time
perching and searching for prey, and only 3.5% of the time actually consuming
food. During incubation, sitting on eggs and “perching or searching for prey” each
occupied about one third of the total time, while the final third was spent flying
around, feeding, and caring for the nest. In 2006, the food types provided by the
parents to the two nests were similar in category but different in detail. These
differences most likely reflected the species, quantity, and vulnerability of prey
types within each nesting area. We found again in 2006 a significant proportion of
non-hymenoptean foods during the early brood rearing stage and the importance
decreased with time. Male Oriental Honey Buzzards again provided more food to
the young then females.

Oriental Honey Buzzards preyed on different species of hornets. The number
of apiaries operating within our study area varied among months. There was also
seasonality in honey buzzards’ use of apiaries. Based on replies to our
questionnaire, 75.6% of the apiaries in different parts of Taiwan were visited by
Oriental Honey Buzzards, especially those in central and southern Taiwan. Honey
Buzzards showed up in apiaries mostly from October to next April. When in
apiaries, honey buzzards mainly fed on honey comb pieces discarded by the
owners and pollen balls the owners provided to honey bees. Among owners who
answered our questionnaire, 93.5% thought Oriental Honey Buzzards started
showing up in apiaries within the last 10 years. They did not think this
phenomenon had a long history.

Key words: Oriental Honey Buzzard, Pernis ptilorhynchus, habitat use, diet
analysis, Radio-tracking
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