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AROUND TOWN

natton’s poorest areas, Yunlin County, and it lacks
mqofﬂumdunmdldq
‘But this ts whal makes
American srttst Jane Ingram Allen, who ks the nxlnm{
the Cheng Long Wetlands intemationsl Environments]
Art Project (4 BEEER ), an extubition that opens
In the village tomorrow.
“It's almost hke stepping back in time when you
come here,” she sad. “There's no 7-Eleven, there's no
ﬂnlnmhnhk]l’h

locals have bean

have
een “recycled” to create the six mstallation pleces that
will be displayed outdoors in the wettands area. Vistiors
will see works made out of clam shells (fish, shrimp
and elam farming &re major sourees of meome for the
m),hmlhwu,mmhnbw,ndm

The project that Allen 15 overseeing 13 part of a
Foundstion (9

FEight international artists have spent the past month in
a small village in southern Taiwan putting together an
art exhibition that dovetails with environmental awareness

BY DAVID CHEN
STAPF REPOCRTER

partly based on thetr experience and interest m using
recyeled and natural materials. { Allen 1s 8 papes-maker
and sculptor who focuses on enviranmental art in her
WL Work|
'nlellu)neﬁﬂuyu‘a exhubttion 13 ifled What's
Dinner?
“We wanted to emphasize seafood
because it's the mamn industry in this area,” said Allen.
“[We want] to get people to think sbout where their

food comes from and where it's produced.”
Markng Wernll of and Madoka Yashitoma

Spoon from salvaged bamboo.

Two Tatwanese artists have drawn a more direct
commection to village life. Heu Yen-ing (FF¥) spent
the past month with clam and fish
sounds and enllecting oral history, which she playsina

house.

Allen says these installation works don't intend to
change people’s views on emvironmental

of Japan created Food Chain, 8 mosate mural made of
dtscanded clam shells located at the roadway entrance

collect shells from local clam farmers, but some of
the matertal came from Taipet. Before arrving, Wemll
visited some night merkets in the capital, passing out
fiyers that explamed his work and asked people to send

‘program by the Kizan Shu Education thelr empty shells tn him. Several abliged, sending him
EF %+ ), a non-governmental organtstion devoted shells by past
to environmendal education. For the past three years, Another work, Fuvasine Species by lsbello Garban,
the foundation has been ‘with Chenglong & commentary on our excessive use of plastie
‘Elementary Schoal 2 10%1") to teach students about baps. The Brookiyn, New York-based French artist, with
the wetlands and its preservation. help from local sixth graders and residents, eollected

‘The school's 77 students, slong with & mmber of mmmmmmmmm
village residenis, are also scttve mthe to knuting that nses a

Envirommental Art Project, which s also in i third
year. The students and some village residents helped
the eight vissting arttsts to collect raw materials and
eonstruct the art displays. The Chenglong residents
also had the chanee to become well acquainted with
the artists, who came from places as far flung as South
Afiica and India and stayed in the village for one month. — the
Allen chose the artists ot of a poal of 180 people,

hooked needle). She and her helpers made hundreds of
leaves, which cover an shandoned house and look ke
17y mvading & building
Two Installations are displayed in the marshes of
Wetlands. South African Janet Ranson’s
M i f ot A
and animal ife, Prashant
wumlmmmmmm

eorservation, but rather get the point across in &
“gentle” way.

Yet the project’s very location draws attention to
Iocal environmiental ises. The Chenglong Wetland
‘area was onee farmable land, bot over past decades, sea
water fioods eventually made 1t mmpossible for ressdants
tor eonttmae growing staple crops such 2s rice and sweet
potato. And ke other coastal aress in Yunlin County,

mtmamum{ummmmome
landscape at the wetlands a5 "submerged homes, graves
talephone poles and temples.”)

The blame for the ares's simking kand has been
placed on Ioeal industries such as fish farms, which
requere masstve amounts of groundwater. But locals
have countered that seafood famming 1s &n economic
necessity since there tsn't enough land sulted for
growing plant crops. To this end, Kuan Sho also nns a
program that teaches Jocal residents about sustainable
farming practices, “We want to show them if's possible

farming] withoot pumping

EVENT NOTES

WHAT: Cheng Long Wetlands intemational Environmental
Art Project 2012 What's for Dinner! GRS HENELE)
WHEN: Cipens tomarmow, untd Dec. 31

WHERE: Chenglong Wedlands (FREH), long

Cheng
\flage, Kouhu Township, Yunlin County (RHBCTERE
)
ADMISSION: Frae
(ON THE NET: artproject4wetland wordpress com/
GETTING THERE: Buses run to Chenglong Wilage from
Talwan High Speed Rails Chiayt Station, but tas are
the most convenient way to amve at the Chenglong
Wetlancs. The fare shoudd be approximately NTSG00. If
driving, 'Wetlands ks located on Provincial
Haghway No. 17 21 the 106k marker (25178, 106km)

mluglmllldu' sald fomdation director Wang
Chao-mel (FR ).
As for the children, mmmmn

Identify [many of the ares's 8 or so] bird species”

And the art project has given the Chenglong students:
something to look forward every March, when a new set
of artists arrive. Hsu says this year, the students were
exelted and *full of antieipation” shout mesting new
visttors from abroad.

Allen zays 1t wasn't like this when she first arved
mmymm,umdhmmm

the villsgers
mﬂndml, she sl *Now they see the wetlands 253
postitve thing, and 1t's bringing people here, and when you
et mare people, you have more prosperity.”

mmmmmumumm
ta;uﬂdmmm
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2012 CHENG LONG
WETLANDS INTERNATIONAL
ENVIRONMENTAL ART
PROJECT

BY THE EDITORS

Six artists arrived in Yunlin County, Taiwan, in mid-April, to begin a 25-day residency in the small fishing village of Cheng Long. Working
with children from Cheng Long Elementary School, members of the local community and other volunteers, the artists ereated site-specific
art installations responding to the area’s wetland environment. This year’s theme was “What's for Dinner?”, emphasizing environmental
issues related to seafood production—a key local industry. The project this year was curated by Taiwan-based sculptor Jane Ingram Allen,
who invited: Markuz Wernli Saito from Switzerland and Madoka Yoshitomi from Japan, Janet Ranson from South Africa, Prashant
Jogdand from India, Brooklyn-based French artist Isabelle Garbani, and Taiwanese artists Yen-Ting Hsu from Taipei and Yvonne Chiu

from Kaohsiung.

d : "-
Wiy D Snd

Artist Isabelle Garbani helping 6th graders at Cheng Long Elementary School cut recycled plastic bags into yarn, for crocheting the many plastic leaves she used for her
installation “Invasive Species,” situated on an old house—now home to chickens and ducks—in Cheng Long village, Taiwan.

See the Cheng Long Wetlands project blogspot for more information, including stop-motion animations produced with local children and
sound samples from Yenting Hsu's installation.
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