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® Animals in Disasters. Leslie Irvine. Encyclopedia of the Human-Animal Relationships. Edited by Mark Bekoff,
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* Random House Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary. 2" Edition. 1997. P.1763.
® http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Animal_sanctuary 2012.9.10
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(Mercy release activities in Hong Kong — an overview)

Dr. Gary ADES & Ms WOO Ming Chuan

Kadoorie Farm and Botanic Garden

Since 1995, KFBG has been conducting a wide range of nature education, nature
conservation and sustainable living programmes both on-site, and, throughout
Hong Kong and South China. Our mission is to harmonise our relationship with
the environment and our vision is a world in which people live sustainably with
respect for each other and nature. Respect for nature and local ecology has led
us to look more closely at animal release practices, we have concluded that they

are often inappropriate and in many cases lead to suffering and death.

Mercy or merit release activities have been common practice in Hong Kong for
at least two decades. Many that attend these activities believe that the act of
releasing animals not only saves many lives, but it brings good luck and accrue
good karma. However, the real story of animal releases is often not so idyllic.
The ecological consequences of the practice and resulting suffering of captive
and released animals has long been a concern of environmental groups and

animal welfare organizations.

In the 1990s, the Kadoorie Farm and Botanic Garden (KFBG) developed a
contact with a local Buddhist group and were able to help the group repatriate 13
Malaysian Giant Turtles that they had purchased from local restaurants back to
their native range in Sabah, Malaysia. This was our first joint effort with a local
Buddhist group. Also around the same period we convinced a local group to stop
releasing animals and attend one of our rescue centre releases. The group
participated in the release of a rescued Scops Owl, a native species to Hong
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Kong. This partnership was not fully developed but we are considering
investigating the possibility of revisiting this idea of sharing releases of rescued
native species with local organizations in an attempt to stop unethical merit

release activities.

The incidents above led to the further study of animal releases by the Ecological
Advisory Programme (EAP) of KFBG. During a year-long survey of the bird
trade at a local pet bird market (2008-2009), a monthly average of 1470
ceremonial birds being sold was recorded. Often signs placed near the cages
clearly indicated that the birds were for merit release activities. Many birds were
in poor health condition and were kept in overcrowded cages. These conditions
were suitable for disease spread among the caged birds and therefore also a
concern regarding the possible spread to local wild birds after release. The
official bird importation records were also examined at the time and indicated a
discrepancy between the numbers of legally imported birds of certain species
and the numbers for sale. There were no licensed bird breeding farms in Hong
Kong for these species during the period, suggesting that some of the birds
recorded in the study were probably smuggled into the territory, thereby
circumventing any health check process. Results from this survey were
compared with those of a survey at the same market conducted by the University
of Hong Kong (HKU) between 2004 and 2005. Larger numbers of birds were
recorded during the HKU study (average 7,736 per month).

In 2010 a telephone survey was conducted to investigate involvement by
Buddhist groups at release activities in Hong Kong. Results revealed that ‘fish
and seafood’ were the most popular release category in 2010 while birds

comprised only a small number of releases, as compared to earlier studies.

The change in the trend may be associated with the widespread reports of HSN1

infected dead birds in Hong Kong between 2006 and 2008. These H5N1 cases
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drew media attention, and close contact with birds was seen as a potential health
risk. The Hong Kong SAR Government also warned against bird release because

of public health concerns.

In order to improve public awareness regarding animal release activities, KFBG
produced an education leaflet titled “Good Fortune or Misfortune?” The leaflet
reviewed the issue of merit release of wild animals and highlighted some of the
controversial facts regarding the practice. The information was distributed to
local Buddhist groups and to members of the public. Positive feedback has been
received from some groups that were not aware of the welfare issues and

survival rates for released animals.

Our programme is also planning to contact relevant organizations and promote
the idea of using rehabilitation or rescued animals to replace buying animals for
release. This alternative option would result in a win-win situation where
believers can practice their religious rituals while the rescued animals that have
undergone veterinary care and quarantine can be released in a more appropriate

and ethical manner with consideration for welfare and local ecology.

123



TR L TEN  RELEaS  (EEAL-EEEEELEER TR

Efrgta
MEIEANZOAREESEAST
02-25460640 4314 526 ~ liyihappyl00@gmail.com

HE

B BRIV LEE - HYRR 2B R e - (LB LA E
0y EEEEIAT > — TEVATRESEIIE TR T (EHERERE
S~ R o B ARG - RSN HEY ST EE A
AEEEEMEE G lFE D » BAEERREBEIHRIME » 5
BEEEMIEE  ZREE NLZHIY - [FFF - DEALEENHE &
F—HC FHEENSFNES G - BIREAREELIVHE - P
R ~ 35 H=F A BE(ERy BYEEER - Rt EE A — BB RIZER

Nray
Jit °

NFEA E AR O R B2 A 2 A SR A R BUE AL Z 2
NI &R RS IRSS TTE R ORPE B T ARV A7ART » 15 BRI A AT AE
AR AEREME - T ATME IR AR A R R EOR A AR AR RS 3
ElEANFREARS - i BAEPIRREERSIF > HEEHES)
PRI R ENY) RS ~ BYRONUAHS SR B RO - 2O BRI & > WA
PRE ST ©
PR AP - A RO BE - AL RE

1. BEERET

IR A RN > BRI TR R
e o MDA Ry B0 BRI S THEE A ANE R - e Bl A
] ~ hEEFRE -~ SCHERE - Z0OFEE > DEBMEARERY > HEEHEE

124



PULEER T ~ VB iR A B B LA 5 E -
2. BLBERDHETARETIREES - (EEALZEN

ROARERSRRASEBNMEEERZALEEN 0 > HAR
LB RIRE A gy (BB LR ERY » BIEREEAT - R tE--
ABLA ~ NEEZR - NBERISH G B afF > Rl Meyth & ks -

Hog— HHUAMEERETTEE D EHREAREGE L
SRR R B NG TER » ZE R ENY © ST HE A RERE
B M BB EENVELS > SRAEENR B EAHIME  aEEt
WA - ZEMEE NOHIERY » 5990 eGSRk - sl -~ 5%
TR > WELHEA RO B C R E ARG - M LI
Hppy gy FEy - DRALERVHE RSB RIHEEISSR
B&Ee o BEEBARERIEE - PRE - 3 B S ENER
Mg > Ryt ARl (LRI R FEE L L ERF LM ATEE)

HYE A °
3. AELERALE ANLED

AR LAENERERE T > EEAETT A=A E - FIFEEEH
FARE - R E U HEREM A EE L - fld - GRERIIPRE
SHHL RS A AR AR — R /KR - s is sNeE T LAUGAYAS — 8l o fr]
B AR E LR B I BRI FTA S RESR E > AR e
HAER R TR A - BLiERE - NEREEAWEFIIEL > FlEER
Wi > DG B RS EHE N S8R — e ER
EHEEFR R T EEITHE -

Haegl— P UAREL  EiEth YR s - DIEETREE
DR o (o FH R 4 R PR ] - (B st AR RESH A MY - 5 R /KK - 7
BRI AOKERRY ZKE © T2k & BB A P e RE RS S 1F
TR L IR Z R AR TS - (Re& T E e A SR Rt -

125

b



S LEINEREERE - Gl © GIL=2 " FaERVEEH ) ke
GIUREE RSO TR ) (RERI o ER TGl
BITE), trEAKHE - #ELL | kiR E ) EEREIISHIREEYE
HEE > AR F RS - PIRIEREME - 53R/ R - KBS - RERIRE -
[EIR - R SEKEE DS SRR ) SR EE R A TUEE T DL
AEEEK L - BIAE IS K BRSPS JFIFOREZE o DU 18
FiE/KE ) WEIHE B SCRPKESE/KERIRGE © 12 G SOKE _EART E
L - SEERIR(E RAVATREHT - 5990 - (ERBEEE R - #E
e fE RS EAT -
BN H R I Fr DIRESItE) — T A g R S
KENHEBNEEAE S fZEA I E ROMEE ISR
EEERNZLERE UECHERMNEIR S MR A E&1E -
R R E T AREE S - PIEaIURERSHEE - EH
TKHECR B HVZE A SRR ~ SRR BRI IR E H 5 - TEAESH = &R (%
WG Ehd o FFEE ~ ABh - BVRRYIER] > A kg B ARG
B (% > — T RELdD > —HETEIMEE AL ZHAY -

4. R ERRABERA

EE AR T LLZ R (r5E bR NLZ HEY - BIEIEHE Y
2\ RFEAREL AL ~ N - %%ﬁyﬁﬂf“ﬁﬁﬁ‘t llﬁt EEE AR
IRESTTE EEORPCE M ARV AART  ZR2EAE - (R~ B Ean Z HAY -

Ry T RFERR AR A] AE A Y AR RE R RE D*”%ﬁﬁtfﬁﬂiﬁﬂ&ftﬁﬁz
Az AR R OB A T A e B R S AR R AR R DU R SR AT
FRE SRR iR B R A

5. MAEGSIRENETEES

{i& 2011 S8 - 1R EIRGRHnEA Or B SRV A B e REEEIRE & 1F > 7
FE BT - R BCUERI N E - WWARE S - Eigd: - &

126



fEALETT -
51 AR

FEa RN LIRS T OB R Bub & -
DU B IR SR ofuhHIRE AR TAF - e RUL E B IEN I - TR E
LRS- EANEEESYRIFEATT - REMWETIRRITEE > A
R o (EYREELR TSR EYIRE - RE ~ BEFLIE > BE%X
BYRCIMERTARS ~ B~ TG - 1 EE R NG AR EIL R E
KOEMER AL - [FIRF ARy 78 T SoRuh B IRUE AV IERE  BEE
JEPTRRY AR LAY o (& 1-E 3)

[FEF > RIS EE - R B S EEEE RS EE
BOFEBEGI e BE SR 0 DL T BRI ) K RESEEE)  RE
BREEERE P EE R E 2B E/DE > BIEE AR E NI
& e (& 4)

52 EEMREBURAE

Foaifce® | KSR PR B 5 B T3 ) RBUE Z U
R S ZRER  BERERUR Y MR RO RS FEEUBRTT BRI R -
TR E (RGeS Z M ERe) BURUSE) - ([ 5-E 6)

53 HEILHHEEEHNSE

Ry A2 ToRUE A B R R TP AR TP P BRI - (E AR R A DA LA
% WILITHIFGE AL S 2GR RG R & 1F - e A\ SR E)
VIBUSUUERIE S - e R Fo A\ B S B8 R 88 A WU B AR M (T v
e

AERELw > EE MO ZHRE > EEERGE S e SRR
DIz sataats > B B ~ NBIERET - ANBgEYIRI A B & (F
DU SR B R - ES REARRARERTT » 2B B A 8PS -
PR A EBOR > (ERBCUEN T EEARE S -

127



[ 1 B AR TRt & F B U S B — B AR R

[ 2 B SR & E B U S B — A TR A

128



[l 3 B AR SR & (R B RSB — 2 O

[l 4 B AE SR S —aa B/ RGO A da #5 /5E (3 1000 A )~
BEERETARARNS TS H B BHEH A

129



[ 5 it &SR E BUR 2 S B S B — A R T

[ 6 ft & AEE BUR 2 A B S E)

130



R (HRH5F)

PRl FEHAE

SR -

BIE ARSI
A RO - DR RS (R - (E

ShYERHS R B BRI Bl %

EEER - GEBMECRIRE BT R0E -

2B EE

QPR -

D EIL BRI TR

D RN B R TE L i

FEEEYINILRE: T T O E L

e I BN S e 56
BEN RS EIE
EIRVASYE ¥ SRV WSS S /LTSl 6

Ex2 4w

SRS | JRRRAERR (AIRIMAERRKRE ) BEERRE OBBAERK

rRE ) AHAERE -

131



)
/£

B TTEGE RGP A YIRS ol
BYH Bl 7E S/EEE R

EARE - LR ERE AR B
R ER B RE 2B L

A - TEbRZRE R A AR E L 8IS A 2009~
THbi R R ALY ERE O BIETEE 1998-2009
TEHERRBUT R & Pl /aHT 1997-1998

Bl G L B E
ST A S 4T
B GBS

JofefE R g R s
ERE - G ALREH AR R SR B E B T P

QI B SEgREE A EE &
it SR RiREHA
Gl g BB RGHER L
bt lE KRR
TEREESSEG SRR OEE

132



R - IR SR

EZ % @ Professional School of Psychology &R EEAE -
Seton Hall University £+~

EJEE Y 2001 FREEFEE R AL B - FTR B B e AT (L
SERPEGBEE B0 EAT - 5 2003 FAEEZILZESFZH e - 1 2004
TSR (LA RST - RIIZEBICEEGRIR FrnlRH a2
7~ BFRIFEEE. > I HEIHERGMOOCEIEE, - IR AR
B - TN R ATEEIGATE -

REEAEI ¢ B (RS FRE .

TRZ

270 A Wt S e S UG AR P e
LV R AR A
R EVIORERy S (WSPA) R

AR R

B - RE 97 Fi25 > IEELEAN GBIV g g HITR

EARE © RE 90 FEE RS L g SR T -

ACE ¢ REY 89 £ 2 96 > IE(EGETYHIgVIgEER
[REY 82 -2 88 FIE(ERA L ani &S &
[REN 81 R - ARMEL - 924 4 H 1 HER

BRI BIVIORE - EYER] ~ LRRRE - BRI S mEEE - e

T ARSE ) EHIE -
133



B bR MEEAseEmEREEE YR (BT
we il TBUERE A

S ¢ PR AR

AORE - ZENAEH TEBUEE ~ ER
EILEFTBUEREAE ~ FHI&

S - {TBUA

B ¢ BEERERAE R B
AEEB Y EETEESR

SV YN i Ty

CRPE 11980 FE B KEBRHEESE —%

Gary Ades  ff

After training as a Zoologist and then following a career in teaching, Dr. Ades
carried out research in bat ecology for which he received his doctorate from
the University of Hong Kong in 1994. He now Heads the Fauna Conservation
Department of Kadoorie Farm and Botanic Garden duties include managing
the operation of the only private Wildlife Rescue Centre in Hong Kong and
overseeing an environmental watchdog programme and coordinating

breeding programmes for endangered species.
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