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Abstract

Mountain Hawk-eagle (Spizaetus nipalensis), the largest forest raptor in Taiwan, is
listed as an endangered bird species on the island. It has been suffering with poaching
pressure to some extent due to illegal trading of both eaglet for falconry and feather
for symbolizing local leader’s status. To conserve the hawk-eagle population and
preserve aboriginal culture at the same time, this study extended the previous work
funded by Taiwan Forestry Bureau during 2004-2007. Our study was conducted
mainly in northern Pingtung County and Kaoshiung County during September 2009
and October 2010 to examine the distribution, population estimation, and status of
illegal-hunting and feather culture in these areas. Mountain Hawk-eagle ranged from
240 to 2,880 m in elevation, with an estimated number of 96 breeding pairs. A
radio-tracked male occupied a 530-ha home range in September-October, with a
peaked activity around noon. A nest was located constructing on an epiphyte
(Aglaomorpha meyeniana) on Cyclobalanopsis hypophaea in April 2009. Again on
the same tree species another nest with a 2-day-old eaglet was located on March 1,
2010. Of 28 prey items identified, breeding diet composed majorly of giant-flying
(Petaurista petaurista) (21.4%) and white-faced flying squirrels (Petaurista alborufus)
(21.4%), followed by Formosan macaque (Macaca cyclopis) (10.7%). Among those
prey species, yellow-throat marten (Martes flavigula) and Maroon oriole (Oriolus
trailli) were the new recorded prey species for the hawk-eagle. Prey was mostly
brought into the nest before noon (86.7%). Brooding was determined by air
temperature and rainfall. Jay (Garrulus glandarius), bronzed drongo (Dicrurus aeneus)
and Formosan blue magpie (Urocissa caerulea) occasionally harassed the female.
Illegal hunting from our study area appeared to be lighter as compared with Central
Paywan. Despite the slight variation in the terminology and usage of different parts

of the feathers among villages, local leader’s attitudes toward feather use and future



need were similar to those of Central Paywan.
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