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Abstract

The White-rumped Shama (Copsychus malabaricus) is an alien invasive species in Taiwan.
Since it was first recorded in the wild in 1988, it has bred in recent years resulting in confirmed
sustainable feral populations in Taiwan. However, the areas where this invasive feral population
has established itself are still mainly confined to southern and central-western Taiwan. In
addition, unlike earlier avian invaders in Taiwan, the White-rumped Shama has the ability to
invade lowland natural forest areas. Therefore, it has been classified as priority species to
eradicate and control. It is recommended that proactive control management is executed at a time
when their population is still limited and localized.

The eradication project has executed from 2008 to 2010 and the main objects in 2010 were:
1) Managing the volunteer network to prevent and control White-rumped Shamas. More than
16,400 Blog visits till December 31, 2010. 4 oral presentations were took in symposiums .2)
Using playback to census the presence and abundance of the White-rumped Shama in the hills of
the Yunlin County. The data was used to the reference information to the follow-up eradicating
task and the benefit assessment of the project. After executing eradication project, the population
size of Yunlin County was from 224 down to 87 from March, 2008 to March, 2010. 3).
Removing the White-rumped Shama from the wild. During 2010, 84 males, 61 females, 67
juveniles, 5 nestlings and 3 eggs were removed from central Taiwan. 4). For the benefit / cost
analysis of monitoring and eradicating action, each part of the work reach the goals. In addition,
the volunteer network is an economical and useful tool for promoting. According to the
population survey data of White-rumped Shama in the hills of Yunlin County, the eradicated
action has reduced the local population size to 40% from 2008. This project possessed the
remarkable achievement of the three objects. The eradication project should be executed
continuously and let the case to be the example for the management of alien invasive birds in
Taiwan.

Keywords: Alien invasive species, Copsychus malabaricus, White-rumped Shama, eradication
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_ Taiwan is a country rich in avian biodiversity. But
’ did you know that not all of these species are native
to the habitats in which they live? Some of them
come from other parts of the country or the world.
And the feral individuals in Taiwan appeared to have
resulted from accidentally escaped cage birds or
those deliberately released by man. These types of
species are called “alien species”, and while many of
these species do not pose any immediate risk, many
others can cause significant ecological, economic
and environmental damage. These species are
known as alien ‘invasive” species. According to the
World Conservation Union (IUCN), alien invasive
species are the second most significant threaf to
biodiversity, after habitat loss. Alien invasive birds
become predators, competitors, hybridizers and
diseases fo native planis and animals. Therefeore,
in order to protect Taiwan’s native blodiversity from

the risk of alien invasive birds. The research and
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control efforts of alien invasive birds in Taiwan
should be prioritized and executed. The campaigns

also need your help.
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The Eradication Plan of Alien Invasive White-Rumped Shama
(Copsychus malabaricus) in Central Taiwan

-Meng-Wen Fan', Chin-Yen Chung? and Yu-Hsiu Lin

"Endemic Species Research Institute, Council of Agriculture, Executive Yuan,
Nantou, Taiwan
*Wild Bird Society of Yunlin, Yunlin, Taiwan

Abstract

The White-rumped Shama (Copsychus malabaricus) is an alien invasive species in
Taiwan. Since it was first recorded in the wild in 1988, it has bred in recent years resulting in
confirmed sustainable feral populations in Taiwan. However, the areas where this invasive
feral population has established itself are still mainly confined to southern and
central-western Taiwan. Unlike earlier avian invaders in Taiwan, the White-rumped Shama
has the ability to invade lowland natural forest arcas. Therefore, it is recommended that
proactive control management is executed at a time when their population is still limited and
localized.

The eradication project has executed from 2008 to 2010 and the main objects were: 1)
Conducting the volunteer network to prevent and control White-rumped Shamas. More than
3 media presentation and 9 promotion articles were published. More than 15,000 Blog visits
till August 1, 2010. 2) Using playback to census the presence and abundance of the
White-rumped Shama in the hills of the Yunlin County. The data was used to the reference

information to the follow-up eradiating task and the benefit assessment of the project. After -

executing eradication project, the population size of Yunlin County was from 224 down to 87
from March, 2008 to March, 2010. 3). Removing the White-ramped Shama from the wild.
During 2008-2010, 260, 176, 113 individuals were eradicated respectively each year in
central-western Taiwan. According to the population survey data of White-rumped Shama in
the hills of Yunlin County, the eradicated action has reduced the local population size to 40%
in 2008. This project possessed the remarkable achicvement of the three objects. The
eradication project should be executed continuously and let the case to be the example for the
management of alien invasive birds in Taiwan.

Keywords: Alien invasive species, Copsychus malabaricus, White-rumped Shama,
erachication
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