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A Survey on the Wild Birds Trade in Taiwan
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Abstract

Wildbird trade and the public attitude toward pet birds were conducted in
Taiwan from Apr 2009 to Apr 2010. One hundred and three local bird species from
32 families including 10 endemic species and 40 endemic subspecies in 269 bird
shops were recorded. The top 10 bird species by numbers were Japanese
White-eye(Zosterops japonicus)(10387), Red Turtle Dove(Sreptopelia tranquebarica)
(6362), Scaly-breasted Munia (Lonchura punctulata) (3003),  Light-vented
Bulbul(Pycnonotus  sinensis)(2655),  Spotted-necked  Dove  (Sreptopelia
chinensis)(972), Taiwan Yuhina(Yuhina brunneiceps)(676), Chinese Bamboo
Partridge (Bambusicola thoracicus) (548), Siberian Rubythroat ( Luscinia calliope)
(421), Japanese Quail (Coturnix japonica)(333), and Oriental Skylark ( Alauda
gulgula)(332). Among them 16 protected species were identified including Russet
Sparrow (Passer rutilans), Blue-breasted Quail(Coturnix chinensis), common
Pheasant (Phasianus colchicus), Mandarin Duck(Aix galericulata), Taiwan Hwamei
(Garrulax  taewanus), Rusty Laughing-thrush(Garrulax  poecilorhynchus),
White-backed Woodpecker (Dendrocopos leucotos),lsland  Thrush  (Turdus
poliocephalus), aried Tit(Parus varius), Japanese Yellow Bunting(Emberiza
sulphurata), Crested Myna (Acridotheres cristatellus), Styan's Bulbul (Pycnonotus
taivanus), Green-backed Tit(Parus monticolus), Plumbeous Water Redstart
(Rhyacornis ~ fuliginosa), Vivid  Niltava(Niltava vivida), and Taiwan
Barwing(Actinodura morrisoniana). Besides, 13 bird species which were delisted
from the protected list since 2008 were also recorded. They were Emerald Dove
(Chalcophapsindica), Grey-chinned Minivet(Pericrocotus solaris), Eurasian
Jay(Garrulus glandarius), Common Magpie(Pica pica), Black-throated
Tit(Aegithalos  concinnus),  White-whiskered  Laughing-thrush  (Garrulax
morrisonianus), Steere's Liocichla (Liocichla steerii),White-eared Sibia(Heterophasia
auricularis), Taiwan Yuhina (Yuhina brunneiceps), Collared Bush Robin (Luscinia
johnstoniae), White-browed Shortwing(Brachypteryx Montana), Taiwan Whistling
Thrush(Myophonus insularis), and Snowy-browed Flycatcher(Ficedula hyperythra).
The results from public attitude survey showed that 40.1% of the interviewees kept
birds as pets at least once in their lifetime. However, more than half of them (22.6%
/ 40.1%) kept wildbirds as pets. The main reason of keeping pet birds was for
companionship (52.5%). People valued birds according to their health, beauty, price,
and vocal performance. Since more than half of the interviewees did not understand
the protected status of wild birds. Conservation education to the public is needed in
the future.
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