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Landscape Conservation in Taiwan
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Timeline for landscape conservation in Taiwan
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Landscape Conservation Taipei Declaration 2011
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The International Conference of Landscape Conservation was held in
Taipei, Taiwan on October 4 and 5, 2011. All delegates affirmed the
following declaration:

1. Landscape conservation should be placed among the most important
national agendas. Landscape conservation not only values territorial
security and environmental integrity, but also emphasizes national
responsibility for the global environment. This comprehensive concern
is legitimate because landscape conservation has both physical and
human socio-cultural aspects.

2. Strategies for sustaining landscape conservation to benefit future
generations include: (1) maintaining a network for sites of scientific
interest, (2) networking of regionally important geo-sites, (3) developing
technologies for landscape conservation, (4) improving inventory
monitoring, (5) promoting public awareness for understanding the
environment, and (6) participating international networks.

3. Landscape conservation can be implemented from various perspec-
tives and in different ways. We must prioritize its procedures to benefit
society as we proceed. The implementation of the Geopark concept is
an excellent way to achieve natural landscape conservation and to
sustain human socio-cultural heritage and economic life.

4. The Geopark concept values integrated treatment of both geological
and human geographical environments. By integrating the natural and
human environments, our society, socio-cultural life and economic liveli-
hoods can be sustained by the distinctive environment and geology of
each place.

5. Due to the diverse and challenging economic, social and educational
context of Taiwan in the global era, landscape conservation, demands
support from not only national and local initiatives, but also global
experience. Such multi-layered initiatives will ensure sustainable
landscape conservation.

6. A Taiwan Landscape Conservation network with legislative and
administrative support is needed to ensure the implementation of both
natural and human conservation as a sound environmental and social
base for a sustainable Taiwan.

7. Landscape conservation should serve as an engine for the
mobilization of local people to become involved in local environmental
conservation and to plan their own socio-economic future in a
sustainable way. Integrating all stakeholders through effective
communication guarantees good practices of landscape conservation.

8. By networking among sites, local communities become proactive in
identifying their own niche in geo-conservation. Geo-conservation will
then become a crucial means in enhancing geo-diversity and a force in
preventing geo-hazards.

9. Educational programs are significant. Through these programs,
landscape conservation networking becomes one platform for learning
and sharing, so that all sites can learn from each other and share
experiences to make landscape conservation a success.

10. Maintaining the momentum of Taiwan landscape conservation by
contributing to global landscape conservation is crucial. It is the best
way not only to keep updated, but also to share experience and to
contribute to global society.
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Since 2009, the Forestry Bureau under the Council of Agriculture,
Executive Yuan has organized landscape research. From August to
September 2013, 91 landscapes in Taiwan studied during the past 4
years were selected by geographers and were put online for polls.
The poll of Taiwan's top 10 landscape has attracted more than
280 thousands votes within one month.
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