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Monitoring and surveying frogs population trends in Taiwan
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Abstract

The aims of this year were to collect the data from regular sites and non-regular sites to
select IFA(Important Frog Area), to hold annual amphibian volunteer conference, Amphibian
expert meeting, frog survey contest, and Taiwan Frog’s Day celebration, to conduct
educational workshops and amphibian volunteer’s training, as well as to set up a new system
for uploading survey data. The main achievements are as follows: 1) Select 109 IFAs. 2)
There were 61 volunteer teams involving in doing surveys at 799 sites in 22 cities/counties,
and uploaded 31,156 pieces of data. And Fejervarya limnocharis along with Hylarana
latouchii were the most common species. There were 41 sites having more than 15 species of
amphibians (up to 21 species were recorded in a single site), and all of them are located
around the Xue Mountain. 3) The amphibian volunteer conference was held at National Dong
Hua University in Hualian with 176 counsellors and volunteers attending. At the meeting,
yearly results of amphibian surveys were presented, volunteers shared their experiences and
were commended for their efforts, and the goals of next year were announced. After the
meeting, all the attendants paid a visit to Chu-Ying-Shan Community and Rain Frog Farm to
see their conservation achievements. 4) A volunteer training workshop for amphibian
conservation volunteers was conducted at Endemic Species Research Institute in Nantou, and
31people completed the training. 5) A frog survey contest was held at 29 sample areas in
Taipei City and New Taipei City; 120 people were involved and 3,943 frogs belonging to 25
species were surveyed. Fejervarya limnocharis and Rana guentheri were the most common
species. 6) We celebrated Taiwan Frog’s Day on the internet, encouraging volunteers to share
their frog-related activities on Facebook; 554 people were involved, 24 species of frogs were
surveyed, and 142 alien species Polypedates megacephalus were removed. 7) At the end of
December 2017, the numbers of online members in Taiwan Amphibian Conservation and
volunteers were respectively 3,433 and 780, and 231,399 useful pieces of data were
accumulated in the database of amphibian resources. 8) The experts and scholars discussed
the scientific name of Fejervarya limnocharis in Taiwan, the survey data of amphibian
uploading to TaiBif or not, and the issue of publicizing these data.

Keywords: amphibian conservation volunteer, amphibian resource survey, Important Frog
Area
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