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WHAT’S SATOYAMA INITIATIVE?

At the 2010 10th Conference of the Parties (COP) to the United Nations Convention on
Biodiversity in October in Nagoya, Japan developed the concept of SATOYAMA
INITIATIVE. COP was organized by the IPSI (International Partnership for the Satoyama
Initiative) Secretariat at UNU-IAS and Japanese Ministry of the Environment. Its objective is
to develop sustainable agricultural models, to establish harmony among human beings with
nature, creating shared value of the semi-natural environment, and to preserve agricultural
production, the environment and the value of Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services. By
integrating Indigenous knowledge with modern technologies, the SATOYAMA INITIAIVE
creates a management system with collaborated efforts, and achieves the vision of realising
societies in harmony with nature.

IPSI (International Partnership for the Satoyama Initiative)

IPSI invited organizations sharing the same vision through international cooperation and
worked to promote the activities and strategies of “social-ecological production landscapes
and seascapes” (SEPLS). IPSI collected case studies of work done in production landscapes
and seascapes around the world and promoted knowledge facilitation and researches. The
studies were conducted on various issues related to the SATOYAMA INTIATIVE, building a
database and analyzing the case studies under the principle of sustainable land development,
bringing extensive skills and experience into geography and the global environment, including
agriculture, forestry, fishing, hunting and gathering location. IPSI involves effort to the
sustainable management and strategic implementation of SEPLS, promoting the practice at a
global level.
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Taiwan’s IPSI Case Study

® National Dong Hwa University (2014): Cihalaay area X Rice Terraces Cultural
Landscape Management Plan

Taking a research, A Case Study of the collaborative planning process of a Rice Paddy

Cultural Landscape in an Indigenous Community, Taiwan as an example, this case illustrates

how the system cements the partner relationship between the relevant Competent Authority

and local villagers. The tribe committee founded a destination that are used by the local tribal

people and is engaging in developing complete production system and catchment area of

landscape for life and ecology.

® Environmental Ethics Foundation of Taiwan (2015): He-He Agricultural Production
X Threatened Species Conservation Act
Located at Jilin, Gongliao, “He-He Agricultural Production” works to advocate
environmental-friendly agricultural management, monitor the effectiveness of ecological of
restoration, develop community-based participatory conservation and bring environmental
consciousness into experience industry. Combining conventional renewable resources with
long-term water storage, agriculture innovation therefore contributes to enhancing the storage
capacity, preserving forested wetland ecosystem and supplying important habitat for species in
streams and forest.

® Hualien District Agricultural Research and Extension Station (2016): The Research
on Indicators for Farmland Biodiversity X Green Conservation Mark

This station has introduced a concept, based on diversity and indicator species in paddy fields
and habitat management to conserve natural enemies surrounding farmlands, and farmers have
been coached in friendly farming practices. Cooperated with Tse-Xin Organic Agriculture
Foundation, Micraspis discolor and Heteropoda venatoria are promoted to fall within the scope
of conservation areas, this agricultural station supports biodiversity in rice paddy fields and
takes farmers who deal with agricultural productivity into account.

® Tse-Xin Organic Agriculture Foundation (2016): Green Conservation Mark X
Habitat Restoration

Green Conservation Mark was launched jointly with Forestry Bureau. Farmers who participate

in conservation practices make use of organic fertilizer rather than pesticide, herbicide and

chemical fertilizer. Plus, farmers should create a suitable breeding habitat or manage a native

habitat to protect biodiversity for species that have been registered in the fields.

® Forestry Bureau (2018): Taiwan Partnership for the Satoyama Initiative, TPSI X
Experience Exchange between Practitioners

Having learned lessons from IPSI, working together with National Dong Hwa University,

Forestry Bureau conducts site inspection and exchange workshops in different districts in

Taiwan to help build up a wealth of knowledge, form their partnership, improve their calls to
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action and strengthen resilience of Socio-Ecological Production Landscapes

® Society for Wildlife And Nature (2018): Wuhe Tea Plantation X Coexistence of
Leafhoppers

Eco-friendly faming has been practiced in tea plantations of Wuhe Plateau, Ruisui Township in
Hualien County. To create an ideal habitat for Leafhoppers, Jacobiasca formosana, integrated
weed control is a must. While farmers need to increase the manpower, more endangered
species are making a comeback. Furthermore, agricultural commodities with a high economic
value are generated, creating win-wins for ecosystem service and human beings.

® Soil and Water Conservation Bureau, Council of Agriculture(2018):Gongrong
Community X sustainable development and production
Planning and carrying out the strategies and prospects of rehabilitation SEPL(Socio-ecological
production landscapes) by the participative decision-making process,Gongrong community
have been participating manpower training series since 2005, which is held by Soil and Water
Conservation Bureau. Regrowing the agricultural land and replacing conventional farming
with Eco-friendly farming gradually, Gonrong community increase biodiversity by
Eco-friendly farming.

® Observer Ecological Consultant Co., Ltd (2017): Lethocerus indicus X Friendly
Farming Ecosystems

Lethocerus indicus was found hiding in Tongxiao, Maioli county. Observer Ecological
Consultant Co., Ltd plans to work with contract farming and social network support,
encouraging farmers to adopt friendly farming activities combined with agricultural
production. Sustainable development can be achieved through the implementation of
ecological conservation

® National Dong Hwa University (2018): “Reconnecting Two Villages with the Forest,
River, Fields, and Sea, in Xinshe, Taiwan” Agroecology Initiative X Cross-platform
integration

Hualien District Agricultural Research and Extension Station and National Dong Hwa

University advocate for cross-platform integration (cross-department, cross-community and

cross-profession) that Amis Dipi Tribe and Kavalan Tribe in Xinshe Village have been

incorporated as realization of Socio-ecological Production Landscapes.

The word, Satoyama, is derived from Japanese, originally meaning mountain resources
surrounded traditional agricultural communities. Integrated land use utilizes paddy fields,
villages, ponds, ditches, orchards, bamboo forests and streams to shape Satoyama landscape,
containing a mosaic feature of both semi-natural and mixed ecosystems on many agricultural
landscapes in Asia. Benefiting from the effectiveness of productivity, ecosystem and society,
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Satoyama landscape is also called

Satoyama animal: This term refers to wild animals that inhabit Satoyama landscape such as
Tyto longimembris pithecops, Prionailurus bengalensis euptilurus, Cuora flavomarginata,
Herpestes urva formosanus, frogs, Macropodus opercularis, Rostratula benghalensis and
Manis pentadactyla pentadactyla in Taiwan. However, as human populations overlap with
established wildlife territory, negative influences ranging from competition for food resources,
degradation of habitat, improper application of pesticides and road construction, pose a major
threat to the existence of wildlife animals. Native habitat has been cut into smaller pieces and
become less connected.
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