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The road tothe National Geopark

UNESCO initiated the concept of the Geoparks in 1997.
The main purpose was to promote many places in the
world with geological and topographical values but which
are not included in the World Heritage List. They are
places which can be used as the basis for local sustainable
development. This concept has aroused.the interest of all
countries in the world. By the end of 2018, there were 140
world geoparks, distributed in 38 countries.

Taiwan has launched its own geopark movement. Since

1999, there have been much progress. The concept of
the Geopark was incorporated into the Cultural Assets
Preservation Act in July 2016 after 17 years of hard work,
which carried out the certification work of the statutory
Geopark.
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4

The value of Taiwan’s Geoparks network

The Taiwan Geoparks Network is based on UNESCO's.norms and
has evolved to the present. It is 8 years old. The main idea is to
start from the conservation of the landscape, through environmental
education, to encourage local participation, develop landscape
tourism and geopark products, in order to ensure local sustainable
development.
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’ w Why set up a Geopark?

UNESCEO's initiative for the Geopark movement has resonated
with countries around the world. The main reason iS that
it can make use of thé local economy and promote local
development. The local area can' use various ifiterpretation
services, warious activitie§ and industrial de\'elopﬁlent. which
can manage the Geopark’,
that have different geogkaphical, ecological and cultural
characteristics. In the pastithey were operated and managed
in the fofm of national pafks,'national scenic spots, protected
areas’ and/reserved areas: The Geopark initiative mainly
provides‘loeal development opportunities through local
participation and through the management between central and

here are many places in Taiwan

local government departmignit$ and its communities.
By
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Who can participate in the Geoparks
network?

A Geopark is a place for sustainable development and a tool
for promoting sustainable development. which involves in
education, tourism, preservation of cultural assets, understanding
of ecological resources, and local support. Hence, the promotion
of geoparks requires the participation of different government
departments and local communities, the public.and the academic
community. No single unit or individual can achieve the ideal
of a Geopark. Therefore, the promotion of geoparks requires the
cooperation and participation of relevant units and communities,
instead of being just the responsibility of the competent
authorities.
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