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CORE VALUES OF THE GEOPARK CONCEPT

Landscape conservation: Geoparks aim to conserve landscapes by preventing landscapes 

with environmental and scientific values from intentional or unintentional damage.

Environmental education: Through environmental education and landscape conservation, 

geoparks are natural laboratories and provide a knowledge base for the earth sciences, and 

demonstrate the interaction between human society and the environment.

Geo-tourism: By attracting visitors to geosites, geo-clusters or even geoparks with their 

particular beauty, we are not only developing geo-tourism activities based on geology and 

landscapes, but also fulfilling local economic needs and empowering the local community with 

local environmental knowledge and interpretation skills.

Local participation: To make geosites, geo-clusters, and geoparks valuable for the local 

economy, the participation of local residents is a “must”, through local community mobilization 

and learning. Such mechanisms are important because they create bottom-up momentum for 

the establishment of geoparks.
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There are now nine geoparks in Taiwan ( Sep 2019), including Penghu Marine Geopark, 
North Coast Yehliu Geopark, North Coast Bitou-Longdong Geopark, Caoling Geopark, 
Kaohsiung Mudstone Badland Geopark, Lichi Badland Geopark, Matsu Geopark, South-
west Coast Geopark and East Coast Geopark. 

Penghu Marine Geopark 
features basaltic landscape and 
marine ecology.

Caoling Geopark features
landslides and structural 
landscapes.

Lichi Badland Geopark 
features mudstone badlands.

North Coast Bitou-Long-
dong Geopark features 
erosion coastlines.

North Coast Yehliu 
Geopark features rocky 
landscapes.

Matsu Geopark is 
famous for its 
granite cliffs and 
cold war heritage 
and cultural land-
scapes.

Kaohsiung Mudstone Badland 
Geopark is characterised by 
mud volcanoes and badlands

Southwest coast Geopark 
features salt pans,wed-
lands and sandbars. 

East Coast Geopark 
features erosional coastlines 
and rocky landscapes.
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About Taiwan Geoparks



Geoparks Vision
   

2012 341 

22 



The inventory of the 341 geo-sites is a fundamental 
reference for landscape conservation beginning in 
2012. The Forestry Bureau has exercised it authority to 
make 22 of the sites into nature reserves, and some of 
them will be kept for conservation partly through 
geoparks. Taiwan has a total 9 geoparks. The 
geoparks are strategically designed to study how 
communities are capable of developing geo-tourism, 
to conduct landscape conservation, and to develop 
sustainable local societies and economies. Taiwan 
geoparks are important in terms of their geology, 
geomorphology, rural society, local economic of 
involvement, and community networking. Visitors will 
appreciate how good practices can keep the local 
environment intact and how the efforts of local commu-
nity can envision a sustainable future.
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