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European Geoparks Network, EGN
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Asia-Pacific Geoparks Network, APGN
http://asiapacificgeoparks.org
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About Geoparks

Geoparks aim at protecting areas with
particular geological and landscape features
of scientific, educational and aesthetic values.
In particular, enhancing local community
_ : : . involvement and sustaining local economy
® _ : j ; I : through eco-tourism are value-oriented as

' well. Geoparks may lie within national parks,
national scenic areas, or even natural reserves.

As a member of the global community,
Taiwan has promoted the protection of its
geological and geomorphologic natural beauty
with human values for more than two decades.
Such endeavor aligns much with the UNESCO’s
efforts in promoting Global Geoparks Network.

Using geopark as a tool to preserve natural
landscape, to conserve human socio-cultural
assets and to manage for a sustainable future
of Taiwan is not only strategic, but also real for
life. Up till the end of 2010, there are a total of
25 countries enlisting 77 geopark sites. Taiwan
is one country which has been doing its best to
catch up, both scientifically and politically.

Global Geoparks Network

o = e
w“"-—;

European Geoparks Netwp(

(Taiwan

l\

The
Pacific Ocean

The Indian Ocean \ ‘

Asia-Pacific Geoiil‘rTGNetw !r

Members of Global Geoparks Network -
¢ Portugal(2)

&

GLOBAL
GEQPARKS
METWORK

Global Geoparks Network, GGN
http:/Avww.globalgeopark.org

European Geoparks Network, EGN
http:/Amwww.europeangeoparks.org

ASIA PACIFIC
GEOPARKS NETWORK

Asia-Pacific Geoparks Network, APGN
http://asiapacificgeoparks.org
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Taiwan Geoparks Network, TGN
http://tgru.geog.ntu.edu.tw/Geopark/
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~ Recreation and Tourism:

~ Geoparks are resoumeful for recreation and .
- eco-tourism development whnch in turn,

Geoparks start with the essential value of

environmental and landscape conservation.

Environmental Education:

Using environmental education as a means to
provide scientific knowledge and to enhance
human-environment interactive relational views and

values are the main foci.
Community Development:

Involving local communities and enhancing
local economy is crucial to community development
from a bottom-up approach. Promoting Geopark is

one vital tool for such ends.

should bring economic
benefit to the local
community.

Networking becomes a significant way of
learning from world-wide to enhance a national
geopark development experience. By learning
from other countries’ geopark experience, a
country or a geopark may reach its full potential
to achieve the core values. There is not only the
Global Geoparks Network, but also European
Geoparks Network and Asia-Pacific Geoparks
Network. Taiwan has started its process
maturing its Geoparks Network since the last
decade.

Taiwan aim at fulfilling the core values of land-
scape conservation, environmental education,
community development, and recreation and
tourism. Taiwan governments are undertaking
vigorous geopark planning and promotion.
Examples are Caoling Geopark (featuring
landslides), Penghu Marine Geopark (featuring
basaltic landforms and marine ecology),
Yanchao Geopark (featuring mud volcanoes
and badlands), and Liji Geopark (featuring
mudrock badlands).

Caoling Geopark manifests volatile geo-
logical landforms and dynamically various
geomorphologic processes.

mesas and basaltic landforms. Magnificent
basaltic cliffs are found everywhere. Various
geologic structures and landforms, combined
with artifacts of 4000 years of human activity,
make it geologically and geographically
valuable.

Yanchao Geopark is distinguished for its
mudrock and badland. Mud volcanoes are
pseudo-volcanoes where underground natural
gas and mud are pressured and erupted along
earth fractures. The mud is a mixture of water
and mudstone with a temperature close to the

air temperature, making it aocesmble for the

tourists.

Australia(1) Croatia(1) Greece(4) Italy(7)
Austria(1) Czech Republic(1) Hungary- Slovakia(1) \ Japan(4) “Romania(1)
Brazil(1) Finland(1) Iran(1) " ) Korea(1) Spain(5)
Canada(1) France(2) Ireland, Republic of/Northern Ireland(1) \ Malaysia(1) United Kingdom(7)
China(24) Germany(5) Ireland, Republic of(1) \ Norway(2) Vietnam(1)
Core Values of Taiwan ,
o ks Geoparks Network Taiwan Geoparks Network
Landscape Conservation: Network is a concept to fulfill geopark values. The Geoparks and Geoparks Network in Penghu Marine Geopark is famous for its Liji Geopark features mudrock badland. Its

areal communities are renowned for badland
fruits, bays and ports, and aboriginal
traditional cultures. For this rarely inhabited
land of Taiwan, Geoparks network could be a
means to a sound and bountiful future.

There are more sites in Taiwan to be
promoted as Geopark, for the sake of a
sustainable local economy and environmentally
sound oceanic state. A case in hand is the
Northern Coast Geopark. Not only does it have
outstanding natural beauty, but also it has
great public demand, due to its proximity to
densely populated metropolitan areas.

As a major initiative group for Talwan"- i

Geoparks Network, we are proud of Talwans

natural beauty and socio-cultural legacy. We are

ready to welcome worldwide visitors to share

our experience and 130 contribute to the global
‘community.
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park, located in Northen Taiwan, is also called “the Crown Coast”. It includes
ure sights, from the high mountains, volcanoes,

al resources.

The Northern Coast
various natural an
plentiful marine

Caoling Geopark is located in Gukeng, Yunlin County. It is well-
known for Caoling Landslide, Huge Cliff, Penglai waterfall and Shibi
pothole.

Caoling Landslide situated in the southwest of the Geopark. With its
dip slope, it is one of the largest landslides in Taiwan, covering an area
of more than four km?. At around the 42" Km of Caoling Highway, the

Jatun volcanic district. It is the poly-
itain center. There are 18 connected

g@g@' Guanyin Mountain includes

Guanyin
morphous
volcanoes
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landslide, measured 140 meters by 70 meters cuts into the Qingshui lava, explo
River at 45 degrees angle. It is particularly called “ciao bi syong fong”, 1 ifi Ty .\}'ersi ty. Black volcano lava
noting its magnificent landscape of steep ventifacts: ] . lanets, and sea life on the

slope, or simply “Huge CIiff". tidal zone are J

“Ciao bi syong fong” is considered an .
evidence of slipping rock layer and of landslide as well. Its lower part was
submerged into water reservoir (Caoling Lake) several times. The lower part

7’
7

is now emerged due to reservoir burst Revealing water marks are evident of 4
the reservoir history. ; : :
- &#m%%@ . al eatures, dud
Penglai waterfall is located at the mld-stream of Jhu—gao—shm River. With PENGHU MARINE” ' an dles tick-sh E’i d stone, mushroom
a height of 30 meters, its falling water makes a splendid scene in raining GE.OPARK Al vt _}'* .1_:* ,.{_

seasons and attracts tourlsts

Bitou Cape lies exactly at the in ter cnom”o%ﬂrg east-w
south trending coast. The geologlcafl sh‘uctu%g f@n&&tﬁbﬁi %n
extended in the Northeast sea area. Longdong"@ for:}n@ gthe relatively

hardest sandstone in the north bank."

Located off Yilan shoreline is the Turtle island. I‘E is na | 3

1J] GEOPARK This dormant volcano island is composed of Andesitic yroclastic rock and
p P

2 BN B famous for its sulfur and hot spring." o

The area between Sandiao Cape and Dali coast has a well-
developed sea platform. Line-shaped patterns are vivid and
renowned, owing to the visible rock stratum. '

Upon the upper stream of Pengla.l waterfall, va.rymg erosions fromed pot-
holes of different sizes, shapes and heights. Such scene is rarely found else-
where in Taiwan. Variations of raining seasons and extreme preclpltatlon' |

. oondltlons contrlbute to such dlﬁ'erentlal results of erosions.
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&\ YANGCHAO GEOPARK

Situated in Kaohsiung, Yanchao Geopark is renowned for its
mudrock and badland. Significant scenic spots include Wushanding
mud volcano, Kuansuiping mud volcano and Shinyannui mud pond.

4 % |1y GEoPARK

T T o

Liji Geopark features mudrock badland. It is
significant as its surrounding communities is
renowned for badland fruits, sea ports and bays,
mountainous landscape and aboriginal traditional
cultures as well.

Ei i R YE A N
PeENGHU MARINE
GEOPARK

Penghu Marine Geopark lies off the western coast of Taiwan main
island. It is famous for its mesas and basalt. Magnificent basaltic
cliffs are often found on the sides of mesas. Various geologic
structures and landforms, combined with 4,000 years of human
history, make Penghu archipelago geologically and geographically

valuable. A total of ten geological spots are proposed as geopark.

Mud volcanoes are pseudo-volcanoes where underground natural gas
and mud are pressured and erupted along earth fracture. The liquid
mud is a mixture of water and mudstone with temperature close to the
air temperature. =

Wushanding mud volcano is a typical cone-shaped mud-erupting
volcano. It has several fixed cones that erupt frequently. The scale of
the cones is the | t among Taiwan’s mudvolcanoes. The geological
geomorphologic meaning of such landscape is
educational and aesthetic reasons.

The Liji Geopark locates between two major
communties, Fuyuan and Liji. The present
planning focus lies at involving the two communities’ stakehoders to understand and act
for the geopark. Both core and periphery zones are delineated. The Geopark hopes to
incorporate all five communities in the area, namely 4 Fu and 1 Ji, which represent a
culturally sound and environmentally bountiful area.

; At the southeastern coast of Jibei islet, sophisticated fishing weirs
were built with coral reefs and basaltic rocks on the shallow abrasion platform. Such
fine fishing weirs manifest the tight social and economic organizations of the area.
Sandy beaches and heakland aretypical.

Sea and wind erosions generated many stacks. Kuei-bi-shan and Chi-yu are small
hills of tholelite. When tide is low, the area around the two are easily accessed and
shellfish and gastropods are sought by the local people. Sea strollmg becomes a i - . : .
popular fun ac’uv1ty for tourists when low tide. oo SRR sy i o X is located one kilometer north of a

xS 7 b ‘ ) i 182t was a cone-shaped mud volcano, but
ecomes now a shield-shaped one. It is

The five communities within the Liji Geopark have their own distinctive characteristics.
Liji community is famo,us for badland fruits. Fuyuan is known for its spectacular
ounm‘;&n landscape. 'Fushan hasz a heav"_ of bay. Fugang serves as node lmkmg Taltung,

3 A

llke shape and loca] legends of a trapped whéle., Of

i b 3 thegreahpjmts do not grow easily and eroded gulhes are seen all over. The

- vivid gjg!he‘s—possess an aesthetic value. It is an excellent site for monitoring
‘and studyi the outcrop exposure of ophiolite at the colliding area of marine
' anﬂ contmerlgﬂ \:ectomc plates as we]l -

Itisa typlcal mesa, well-known for its tform and
FERD

The beauty of lotus platform hea‘ﬁ%‘ne tidal difference. T
see the natural heauty A P

‘Wang-an has the oldest basalt of Pengfm, including.
xenoliths. Also spectacular is the Vﬂﬁ%&%ﬂt“g{ 2 ¢

5

displayed on the sea cliffs and wave-cut platfom Tiantai hill. Since r ?;ce of baking
is found, these veins might have cut through each before it cooled down.

Qimei extends from Sibei Bay and Double Hear ﬁStone Weir, to
various forms of eroded basaltic land-

scape. Legends of the local life make

spots like Husband-waiting Reef and

the Seven ‘Beauty Tomb popula.r :

* Double Heart Stone Weir is pa.rtwularly“

~ welcome by lovers.
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