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In Taiwan, feral populations of green iguanas (Iguana iguana) have
established in Taichung, Changhua, Chiayi, Tainan, Kaohsiung and Pingtung,
and establishment was confirmed in Yunlin. They were more abundant and
more widely distributed in Kaohsiung, Pingtung and Chiayi, then Tainan, but
still limitedly ranged in other city or counties. The feral population status is still
unclear in Yunlin. In 2019, a total of 3,898 iguanas have been removed mainly
from Pingtung (2,970), Kaohsiung (420), Tainan (402) and Changhua (101).
The averaged body sizes (snout-vent length) of both females and males from
the three introduced areas in Kaohsiung and Pingtung have decreased after
intensive removals for 3-4 years, as results of decrease in the proportions of
larger adults, indicating that we still the have opportunities to be controlled the
feral populations. The proportion of small-sized juveniles and sex ration in the
captured iguanas fluctuated greatly in different years, probably due to the
differences in survival rate during winter and operational sex ratios affected by
winter temperature as well as difference in removal effort. To ensure the
effectiveness of management and control of invasive green iguanas, the
responsible agencies should adjust the priorities of control strategies based on
the monitoring data.
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