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Monitoring and surveying frogs population trends in Taiwan
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Abstract

Taiwan Amphibian Conservation Volunteer has been established for more than
ten years, and the cumulated amphibious survey data reflects the current status of the
distribution of frogs in the wilds of Taiwan. Since 2017, Taiwan’s Important Frog
Areass (IFAs) have been set up for systematically surveying. This year, there were 63
amphibian conservation volunteer teams participating in the surveys, and 32,620
observations were collected with a total of 114,966 frogs and 2,223 eggs/tadpoles.
Among them, Polypedates megacephalus (12,781, 11.1% of all species) and Hylarana
latouchii (12,099, 10.5%) were the most abundant species. It’s the first time the
invasive alien species Polypedates megacephalus over-numbered the indigenous
Hylarana latouchii. The results of the surveys showed that the number of the frog
species in a single area was up to 20; According to the past results, the number of the
frog species in a single area in Taiwan was between 19-22. There are 18 areas with
more than 17 frog species, and most of the areas are located in Northern Taiwan,
which indicates that Northern Taiwan has higher frog richness than other areas. This
year, there were 41 volunteer teams taking part in the surveys of 99 IFAs, and 8,700
observations were collected with 36 frog species and 27,261 frogs being recorded.
The number of species in a single area is between 1-19; the most abundant areas are
Shunglianpi and Baxian Bridge, with 19 species being recorded respectively. This year,
Polypedates megacephalus was first found in Hualien by volunteers. It still needs to
pay close attention to see whether its populations will grow fast in Eastern Taiwan
and impact on Polypedates braueri. Meanwhile, the survey data accumulated by
volunteers will be used to analyze the distributions of Buergeria otai and Buergeria
choui, which are similar in appearance, for further identification and research. The
Big Survey of this year was held in Yilan with 210 volunteers from 36 teams
attending, and 8532 frogs of 26 species were recorded; Kurixalus idiootocus was the
most frequently recorded species, with a total of 1191. In this Big Survey, the number
of species in a single area was between 1-16. The species richness was higher at low
mountain areas around Lanyan Plain and lower at Lanyan Plain, and the richness at
high elevations like Taipingshan was in the middle. Snake survey was conducted
along with the Big Survey, with a total of 56 snakes belonging to 12 species were
recorded at 28 plots (28%).Taiwan Frog Day was held this year also, and 611 people
from 42 teams joined the event. Fifty-one frog conservation actions were operated,
including 1 frog habitat creating, 5 frog education workshops, 10 compound activities
and 35 frog surveys. The annual Amphibian volunteer conference was held at



Forestry Bureau on 28 November with 121 volunteers from 38 teams attending. At the
meeting, posters of the distributions of 36 species in Taiwan were displaying, yearly
results of amphibian surveys were presented, and awards were given out to 13 teams
and 1 person to encourage volunteers’ participation.The results of surveys were
fruitful this year, and the systematic surveys of IFAs were able to show the trends of
frog populations in Taiwan. Besides promoting IFAs, Taiwan Frog Day, Big Survey
and the annual Amphibian volunteer conference should also be held continually to
encourage volunteers to keep doing surveys, and to help enhance people’s awareness
on Taiwan conservation as well.
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