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In Taiwan, feral populations of green iguanas (Iguana iguana) have
established in Taichung, Changhua, Yunlin, Chiayi, Tainan, Kaohsiung,
Pingtung and Taitung. They were more abundant and more widely distributed
in Kaohsiung, Pingtung and Chiayi, then Tainan, but still limitedly ranged in
other city or counties. However the distribution range were expanded in most
invaded cities or counties. In 2020, a total of 3,152 iguanas have been removed
mainly from Pingtung (2,314), Kaohsiung (355) and Tainan (446). The
averaged body sizes (snout-vent length) of both females and males from the
three introduced areas in Kaohsiung and Pingtung have decreased after
intensive removals, as results of decrease in the proportions of larger adults,
indicating that we still the have opportunities to be controlled the feral
populations. The proportion of small-sized juveniles and sex ration in the
captured iguanas fluctuated greatly in different years, probably due to the
differences in survival rate during winter and operational sex ratios affected by
winter temperature as well as difference in removal effort. In most invaded
areas, the numbers of small-sized hatchlings and juveniles have increased
greatly in recent years. To fit legal requirements and avoid animal cruelty,
responsible agencies are strongly recommended to train and register green
iguana cullers who have participate the eradication project in advance
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