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Abstract

The Mountain Hawk-Eagle (Nisaetus nipalensis), distributed in Asia, is the largest
species and has a highest latitude distribution in the Nisaetus. Currently, there are two
subspecies. In Taiwan, it mainly inhabits forests at altitudes ranging from 300 to 2,800
m. The estimated population on the island are around 1,400 birds, still more dynamic
population data and ecological information are needed for the conservation outreach in
future. In the year 2023, this study was continued to satellite-track two birds captured
in 2022. One is the young bird rehabbed from accidentally trapped by a chicken farm
owner on January 18, 2023, and two months later released at Jinyue Elementary School
(N2104). It has successfully dispersed to the Datong Township area, covering a distance
of 30 kilometers from its natal area. The total home range reached 443.4 km?. The other
is a male bird captured in the Tengjhih National Forest Recreation Area (N2206), which
had a home range, covering 125.9 km?, 3-4 times that of two birds which has territories
of their own. In 2023, this project released another two birds. One of them is a nestling
(N2304), ringed on June 11. It dispersed to Lanyang River area in mid-January 2024,
with a home range of only 5.8 km?. The other adult male (N2308) was captured in
Yuanshan Township on 12" October, with a home range of about 9.2 km?. Four nests
were located and two of which were observed afterwards. The incubation period is both
48 days for females of Yuanshan and Datong nests. The main prey is Formosan Giant
Flying Squirrel (Petaurista philippensis grandis) and the Whited-faced Flying Squirrel
(Petaurista alborufus lena). The time of bringing prey items back to the nest is similar
to the activity pattern. During the nesting period at the Yuanshan Nest, the female was
mostly responsible for bringing nest materials. The time peaked for both male and
female to return to the nest was mainly before noon, particularly at 7-8 h, however it
would cease, once a certain level of rainfall occurred. In 2023, four Mountain Hawk-
Eagle conservation lectures were organized in Taichung, Pingtung, and Taitung County,
with a total of 215 participants. A famous writer, Ka-Shiang Liu, attended the talk at
Taichung.
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